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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

BOWERY THEAT Bowery.—ONx Hawxn-A Dav
WeLL SrEnt. - i

PIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenlr-fourth wstreel.—
BaraToGa.

GLOBE THEATRE, 738 Broadway.—VARIETY ExTER-
TAINMENT, 80 —AFTEE THRE WaAR

BOOTH'S THEATRRE, ¥4 at., between 6ih and O1b ave.—
Muon Avo ABOUT NOTHING,

WOOD'S MUSEUM Rroadway, corner S si.—Perform.
ances every aflernoon and evening.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway.—THE EPECTAOLE OF
Tur BLAOK CBOOK.

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway sna I3ia streel—
Joux Byl Matinse—AxNa ELIzZa.

LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE, Broad: v
Bxrroums—-Davy's Love - =G

GRAND OPERA BO : -
LORAND OPERA BOUSE, corner of &b av. ana 334 st

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.—Tus RICAELIED OF
ran Pexion.

IIE: YORK STADT THEATRE, & Bowery.—La

BTEINWAY HALL, Fourteenth strest. —GRAND NILSSOX
JONORRT.

MRE F. B. CONWATY'S FARKE THEATRE, Br -
OLIVER TWIST. PV,

BAN FRANCISECO MINSTREL HALL, 885 Rroadway,—
Nran0o MINsTRELSY, FAROES, BURLESQURS, &0,

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery.—Va-
RIE1Y ENTRRTAINMENT,

THEATRE COMIQUE, 614 Broadway.—CoMio VOCAL-
M5, NEGHO ACTH, &0

RRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 234 st., between 6ih
and Tth are.—NEGRO MINSTRELSY, &o.

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn.—H Y
ExLLyY & Luox's lunnll}' PR SRR AN

THE RING, ACBOBATS, &O.

KEW YORK QIRGI:I‘E.‘ Fourteenth sireel —SO0ENES IN
ASBOCIATION HALL, 25d street and 4ih ave.—-Misa
GLYNS BEADING OF MAMLET.

DR. EAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 74 Broad way.—
BOIENOE AND ART,

TRIPLE SHEET.
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Tor Mempms Appeal publishes Linton
Stepheus’ recent inflammatory speech on recon-
gtruetion and says it sounds like a “‘fire bell
by night." An incendiary fire ?

Cunax AFramns,—By special telogram from
the Izparp's correspondent at Havana we
learn that Cespedes and Agramonte have
issued proclamations signing themselves
President and General-in-Chief of the Cuban
forces. This bombast is ridiculous in the
face of what the rebellion now is.

Deouixe v Tue Price oF Brasa,—After
the pnblication of Senator Tweed's letter,
which appears in our colamns to-day, declin-
ing the proffered honor of his fellow citizens,
who preposed to erect a statue of his porily
figure in a public highway, we may expect to
see the price of braes and copper decline at
Jeast twenty per cent in the market.

Tue PropLEM oF WoMAN SUFTRAGE has
been solved. At Clarendon, Iowa, it was
decided by the Board of Registers that
women were entitled to vole, and all of a
requisite age were placed upon the lists, But
not one voted, and most of them had their
names erased. Was this pure contrariness?
and are these women to be permitted thus to
shirk thelr political duties ?

Tue Sr. Domisco Commigsion.—From
Kingston, Jamaica, March 11, we are informed
that the United States steamers Tennessee and
Nuantasket had arrived at that port with the
mwembers of the 8. Domingo Commission on
bourd, and that the Tennessee in four days
would start for New York via Key West. The
Commissioners respectively were engaged in
making up their reporte, and it seems to be
understood that they will make a strong case
in favor of annexation. We presume that the
Commiesion will return in the Tennessee,
and that in eight or ten days we may look
dor ber arrival. The two houses of Con-
gress, meantime, seem to be anxious to get
away from Washington ; but before they leave
they bad better have some understanding with
the President on this St. Domingo Commission
and the Joint High Commission, or before the
summer is out he may find it expedient to call
them together again.

Tre Prorosep FeeNxca Tax ox Raw
Cor1oN.—We have the report from Paris that
the French government intends to levy a duty
upon important raw materiale, and especially
ihe raw material of textile fubrics, and that it
ds expected that the tax on cotton alone will
yield a yearly revenue of from gixty o eighty
mmillions of francs. Foreign manufactured
articles are to be taxed proportionately. No
doubt poor France, under the heavy financial
burdens of this war, will be compelled to tax
to the atmost everythiog that will yield any
revenne; but the proposed tax upon raw
coiton will be a great mistake. It will cer-
talnly operale not only to the advaatage of the
English cotton factories, in cheapeaing their
goode ss compared with the increased prices
of the Freach goods of the same qualities, but
will operate to drive many of the French man-
ufacturers over to England er the United
States, So far as we are concerned, we say
let them come and welcome. There is o great
field here for those French manufaclorfes of
fine cotton goods; but the true policy of the

Freoch gevernment is net that taxation policy
which will drive it maoufacturing interests
put of France.
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Mr. Boutwell and His Bystem of Folitical | quietly year after year, but a large proportien | right of guardianship of the Eastern waters, | ries worth preserving. DBut Mr. Tweed® de- The Jolas: litgh Commission..
Eoemamy. of them, if not the majority, are led to be- | and Russia is again held to her responsibilities | clines the honor in bis letter published: else- | Thefirst week of ‘the deliberationa of thls.

When Napoleon was at St. Helena he used
to sny that the greatest blunder he ever com-
mitted was to make one who waus no statesman
bis financial minister., This was the great
geometer and astronomer, Laplace; but
although no one admired his genius us a scien-
tiflc man more than the Emperor, he allowed
him to retain his portfolic only just six weeks.
We will spare Mr. Boutwell the ridicule of
comparing his claims to distinction to those of
the author of the “Mdchanique Céleste” and
80 many other noble works. There is ome
point, however, in which it must be admitted
our Secretary of the Treasury resembles the
astronomer; for one of the chief reasons of
Napoleon for discarding the latter was that, as
& minister, “be never scized any guestion
under its veritable point of view;"” another
was that “‘he carried the spirit of the infinitely
little into all his administrative plans.”

No two expressions could describe Mr.
Boutwell more faithfully, so far as they go.
But in order that full justice should be done to
all parties, perhaps we sheuld remind our
readers that our Secretary of the Treasury has
also produced some ‘“‘works.” He is the
author of ‘‘Manual of United States Tax Sys-
tem,” and *Taxpayer’s Manual." Since one
of these was printed, if not published, in 1863,
and the other in 1865, it may be that
the President had a right to infer from them
that the anthor was a political economist. It
is true that in their grammar, as well as in
their logic, both are very much like those
“‘compositions” read at our country colleges
during the warm weather, as evidence that the
eduncation of their authors, or supposed
authors, is ‘“‘finished.”

There is one thing, however, which might
ensily emongh bave been inferred from the
“manuals” alluded to—namely, that the author
was & warm admirer of taxation, especially in
its heavier forms, and while he was more or
less exempt himself from its operation, and
that he is still of the same way ol thinking, is
but too well known to our taxpayers of all
classes and parties. The tenacity with which
he clinga te the one idea of tax, tax, would
be amusing were it not ihat its ruinous indn-
ence is beceming more and more apparent
from day to day, even to the most thought-
less. As it is Mr. Boutwell's financial system
is an object of derision, from ils oppressive-
ness, in every conntry in Eurepe; it possesaes,
as many of our readers are aware, the unen-
viable distinetion of eliciting the jibes and
jeers even of the organs of thos» governments
which do not pretend to recognizo the principle
of representation as having anything to do
with taxation.

We need hardly say at this time that we had
never much faith in the qualifications of Mr.
Boutwell for the position he occupies; but we
boped that he would either improve or be
removed before long. Actuated by this feel-
ing, we gave him as much encouragement as
possible; but it is well known that to
encourage little minds is to render them
arrogant and overbearing as well as vain, and
Mr. Boutwell has proved no exception to the
rule. Like other ambitious politicians whom
we have sometimes decorated with the lion’s
skin—partly in order to stimulafe them to do
good in their sphere and partly in order to
afford our readers a little sport—he has made
more progress in silliness than in wisdom.
But as those who expect little cannot be much
disappointed, 5o all we regret in the present
case is that the worst fears we entertained
for the country when Mr. Boutwell got charge
of the Treasury Department have been but too
fully realized.

Nor need we make a secret any longer
of the causes of those unfavorable mis-
givinga. When we heard of his appointment
we could not help remembering that we never
knew a successful financial minister who was
not a statesman; we had not forgotten that
Pitt and Fox, Sir Robert Peel and Lord
Castlereagh, Mr. Disraeli and Mr. Gladstone
had each in turn charge of the British
exchequer, either direcily or indirectly; or
that it was their broad aod enlightened wiews
in relation to the public inances that estab-
lished their reputation ns statesmen. At the
same time we bore in mind Sully and
Richelien, Mazarin and Talleyrand. Troe, we
took into account that in this country the
corresponding office was regarded in a some-
what different light, as one that required only
gecond or third rate abilitieg; although Chase
and some others had in gemeral performed
their duties so ably as to be juatly entitled to be
ranked as statesmen. Then, when we came
to compare Mr. Boutwell with any of these—
with Eaglishman, Frenchman or American—
how immensely wide was the gulf!

And now that we have had a trial of him
for years, how much alteration have we had
reason to make in our original estimate? Of
all the statesmen with whose ideas on
political economy we are acquainted, there is
but one whose “‘policy” resembles Mr. Bout-
well's, and we presume we need hardly
inform the more intellizgent class of our
readers that that ene is Nicholas Machiaveli,
We do not, indeed, mean to compare
the brain of oor Secretary of the
Treasury to that of the Secretary of the
Florentina republic, for we feel that
we can be patriotic enough without traducing
the illustrious dead. But Machiaveli bhas
written in his poverty and adversity a well
known work, entitled *‘The Prince.” In this
work he discusses political economy, as well as
certain other subjects ; and one of the precepts
which he takes most pains to impress on his
royal pupil is this:—Under one pretext or
other be sure that you squeeze as much money
as possible out of your suljects; but you
must always contrive lo make them believe
that it is for their own good—at least, for the
glory of the State—you do so; otherwise
there is danger that they will revolt against
you. Machiaveli proceeds to explain that in
order to obviate a catastrophe of this kind it
is necessary (hat the prince should choose a
man of decided talent for the office of finan-
cial minister. It is very evident, from the
context, that a minister of the calibre of Mr,
Boutwell would not do even for the Turks,
who were then regarded as the people most
eagily gulled and swindled out of their money ;
yet, although tlie very course suggested to the
prince under certain conditions and restric-
tions is openly and persistently recommended

and urged by eur republican Secretary of the
Treasury, not only do our people submit to it

lieve that, far from oppressing them, as it
really does, It is just the thing to muke them
prosperous, rich and happy.

As for the greal writers on political
economy, there is not one of them whose pre-
cepta are mot violated by Mr. Boutwell.
Neither Duesnar nor Rosse nor Ganilk nor
Leblanc nor Adam Smith gives the least en-
couragement, when intelligently interrogated,
to a system the obvious tendency of which
is to render money scarce und to paralyze all
kinds of productive iodustry. None bave
maintained any such absurd and odious prin-
ciple as that a large debt accumulated during
a great war carried on for the preservation of
the country, for the purpose of preventing its
dismemberment, should be wrung as soon as
poasible from those whose valor and patriot-
lsm bad saved it; nor bas any statesman
worthy of the name ever pretended that the
reduclion of the national debt by means of
oppressive taxation, however rapidly it may
be effected, is any evidence ef national pros-
perity, but the reverse. None having any ap-
proximate idea of the immense wealth and
resources of England will deny that she counld
pay her debt, enormous as it is, in a few years,
if she deemed its payment esseniial to her
prosperity ; but no such opinion is entertained
either by her statesmen or her political econo-
miets.  Accordingly, quite a considerable
proportien, even of the debt accumulated
during the wars of the first Napoleon, is still
unpaid. As to the debt incurred by the
Crimean war, it will not be paid for et least
two generations. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer who would urge the contrary course,
or maintain that the people of the present day
should be burdened with all soris of odious
taxes, in order that those of a generation
or a cenlury henee might be able to réjoice ut
the wisdom and foresight of their ancestors,
could not retain office for one month.

Now let us compare for a moment the two
systems, tuking for a basis those principles in
the eoundness of which the political econo-
mists of all nations concur. One of the most
indispulable of those principles Is that the
annual gain of a country is “‘the sum applica-
ble to the extension of commerce, the reserva-
tion of a greater quantity of foreign articles,
the increase of shipping, &c.” In maintaining
this proposition the author of the **Wealth of
Naiions” is in full accord with the great politi-
cul economists of the Continent. Dr. Swith
also says, with equal force and truth, *“As it is
the power of exchanging that gives occasion
to the division of labor, so the extent of this
division must always be limited by the extent
of that power or the extent of the market.”
Do any of our readers need to he told what
is the extent of our power in Lhis respaet, at
the present moment, compared with that of
Eongland? Has our commerce been extended
or our shipping increased by the boasted ex-
ploits of Mr. Boutwell in reducing the national
debt, in striet accordance with the odions pre-
cept of Machiuveli?

Even by the manner in which Mr, Boutwell
manages the government loans he exhibits that

“infinitesimal litileness” complained of by
Napeleon, and also proves his ulter inability
‘o seize any question under ita wveritable
point of view.” Nor does the new loan
form an exception; for, instead of entrust-
ing the subscriptions 1o the great
leading banking houses at home and abroad,
he makes government agents of all sorts of
petty brokers, as if he wished to disgust the
former, who, it is well known, have no more
wish to be placed in the same rank with the
latter, even in an “‘Important Circular,” than
the general has to be placed in the same rank
with the corporal. Perbaps, however, we
should not blame Mr. Boulwell for this, but
rather give him credit for a “‘fellow feeling.”
Be this as it may, we shenld be gorry for the
dangerous monomania under which he has so
long labored, and which seema to grow worse
from day to day, if only for the sake of Massa-
chusetts ; for instead of representing the in-
telligence, refinement and talent of that
ancient and respectable Commonwealth, what
he really represents is its pelty thrift, its fussy
smartness, its little cunning, its narrow preju-
dices—in a word, its *“*Yankee notions.”

The European Conference Dissolved=The
Treaty of Paris Reaflirmed in Loudon.
The European Conferencs, which assembled

in London in the month of January for the

purpose of congidering the propricty of re-
vising or amending the Trealy of Paris of

1856 in its clauses which regulated, or re-

stricted, the navigation of the Black Sea, has

closed its labors. The representation of the

FPowers which signed the original treaty was

completed before the close of the pre-
sent proceedingz, the ‘“vacant chair” of
Frapce at the ‘‘green table” ip the

coancil room in Downing street having been
filled by the Dnc de Broglie, acting in the name
of the French republic. Earl Granville, Sec-
retary of State for Foreign Affairs of England ,
announced to the House of Lords last night,
a8 will be geen by our cable telegram, the fact
that the members of the Conference had termi-
nated their labors, The noble Lord also out-
lined a new treaty protocol, which has been
perfected and signed at the Brilish Foreign
Office. The restrietions which wers placed by
the Treaty of Paris on the admission of for-
eign war vessels into the Dardanclles and B os-
phorus wre abrogated; in times of peace the
government of the Sultan may admit the
armed vessels of ‘‘friendly Powers into these
waters when needed to enforce the Treaty of
Paris of 185G;" the Danubian Commission is
continned for ten years The new protocol
expressly declares that ‘‘no single Pewer can
relieve itself of the obligations of the treaty
without the consent of all the signatories.” It
may be said in truth that the Treaty of Paris
of 1856 has been, in its very essentials, ob-
literated by an absorption and eubsequent re-
pewplin m pew treaty, which may be called
the Treaty of London, in explanation and re-
affirmation of the Treaty of Paris, In all this
we can gee that the Old World great Powers
have become again, to a very considerable
extent, a unit—the royalisms condescending
to recognize and meet the democracy as repre-
seated by France and French radiealism,
with the ‘‘reds” abating for a season their
vision of the head of Danton by presentiug the
placid countenance of the aristocratic Duc de
Broglie to the peers of Britain and the counts

of Germanv and Italy, Turkev ebtains the

and treaty obligation duty in the East. It
appears, indeed, us if Russia experienced a
sort of ‘‘cold shoulder” just as goon as the
other Power8 found that France may again
become the free pivot centre of Europe.

The Age of Statues and the Age of Brass,

We have received a nicely printed cireular
inviting us to contribute our aid toward the
construction of a statue representing our well
known fellow citizen, Willlam M. Tweed,
Btate Senator, Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, &ec., &c. The project
is endorsed by such distinguished gentlemen
as Richard O'Gorman and other Irish patriots.

Now, if Mr. Tweed had departed from this
to another and a better world, full of years
and honors, we do not know but we might en-
courage the erection of some suitable monu-
ment to his memory. Mr. Tweed, however,
bas relieved us by modestly refusing to be
thus honored—at lenst with his consent. In-
deed, he forbids it altogetber.

Nevertheless, if the worshippers of Mr.
Tweed are determined to do him up in marble,
iron or brass, why not go further and give all
eur prominent local politicians and nabobs a
chance for this kind of posthumous glory, so
that the statues of our living men may be
found, like lhe old town pumps, at almost
every corner? Peter B. Sweeny and Mayor
Hall are pre-eminently entitled to the honor.
Judge Hilton, Robert J. Dillon, Thomas C,
Fields ought to be ‘‘statooed” for the
work they have already accomplished, in con-
junction with Mr. Sweeny, In ornamenting
our public parks. Who so well degerve the
grateful remembrance of their fellow citizens
us theso gentlemen? Ceniral Park, City Hall
Park, the Battery, Bowling Green, in fact all
our public parks and places, might with
propriely be adorned with their statues.
The Depariment of Public Docks shounld
not be forgotten.” It might be represented by
a statne of General McClellan at the head of
every newly constructed stone pier. The
Financial Department of the city also demands
o share of this honoor, and a statue of Richard
B. Connolly might be constructed of coin
without alloy and placed in the Complroller's
offire amnd in those corners where money
lenders most do congregate. The “Palaces of
Justice” should net be passed over. Judge
Bedford and Recorder Hackeit deserve some
lasting testimonial fer the vigorous manmer in
which the laws are vindicaled. A statue of
Judze Dowling might grace the rotunda of the
Tombs, and similar ones be put up all over
the city, or where the ‘‘dangerous elements”
mestly throag, Justices Shandley and Cox
could supply convenient niches, Sheriff Bren-
nan algo might be represented as a faithfal
and conscientions official. The Commissiencrs
of Public Charities and Correciion are entitled

to remembrance for their arduous labors in |

behalf of charity. The head of the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Mr.
Bergh) is certainly o worthy subject for the
sculpior's chigel or the ironmoulder's handi-
work. A life-gize likeness of him might be
placed in every city horse car depot and upon
every horse fountain in the city. The poor ani-
mals themselves would never suy nay to this.
Then again we might branch off and take a
glance at our religious magnates. How much
will Plymouth church subscribe for a statue
of Henry Ward Beecher? How much will the
theatrical friends of the pastor of the *‘Little
Church Around the Corner” give for a statue
of the Rev. Mr. Houghton? 'The friends of
Theodore Tilton might get him on a “‘bust” as
a living representative of the Golden Age.
The editorial profession might be implanted in
the memory of the rising generation by hang-
ing up Grecloy's old while coat on a beanpole
in Printing House square. And now, to go
back a little from the men of the present day,
we suggest—ihe subject of statues being in
order—the ercction of a colosaal but life-like
memorial, thirty-six feet bizh, to one of the
most remarkable men of bis age—a true
Knickerbocker from the first—one before whose
local renown that of any centenarian of
the present day pales into nothingness; one
whose solid Americanism would make the
Joint High Commission come te terms pretty
quick. We mean that old sage and silvery
haired veteran of the Catskill Mountaing—Rip
Van Winkle, This colossal statue might
occupy the space on the west side of the City
Hall Park, hard by the fountain wherein that
forlorn female is represented as wvainly en-
deavoring to supply with water some fam’shing
repliles below. The old Knickerhocker might
be represenfed as Joe Jefferson so admirably
portrays him, with this exception: {he
sensation of amazement at what he
beholds might be illustrated by baving
him with wondering eyes and uplifted
hands point to a conspicuous legend displayed
on the other side of Broadway, to wit,
““Department of Public Works,” as if he
would remind the present generation of the
seriptural declaration, ‘' By their works ye
shall know them."

Now, some of the enthnsiastic admirers of
Boss Tweed may think that we are poking
fon at the whole matter of a statue of him,
and that it would ba impossible to carry on
the statue business on the scale of magnitade
we have suggested. They are wrong. Do
they not remember that when the Romans
entered Rhodes, the capital of a not wary
extensive island, they fonnd more than three
thousand statues in bronze and mar-
ble? (Vasari says thirly thousand, but
Pliny says three. Let them fight it out).
That was called the Age of Bronze, while the
present might be called the ‘‘brassy” age.
What are three or thirty thousand statues in
this our age? From one model any number
of castings might be turned out, just as they
turn out ornamental iron work for all manner
of things, or as Comptroller Connelly can turn
out New York city honds for all sorts of pur-
poses. No, gentlemen, we do net dasire to be the
Moses who is to smash up any golden image in
these modern times, As the Queen of Baby-
lon added to her gorgeous edifices statues of
herself and of her husband Ninus, with fgures
in bronze representing her father-in-law, her
mother-in-law and the mother of the latter,
calling them, as Diodorus relates, by the
names of Jupiter, Juno and Ops (they knew a
thing or two.about 'ops in those days), so may
our city potentates and politicians glorify one
another and perpetnate their own memories—
bul for ourselves we deaire first to aee whether

where, and rather snubs his friend Shandley
for proposing such a foolish thing as *‘a monu-
menl more enduring than brass!”

The Opening Spring Season..

The weather for the past few days indicates
that the rigidity of winter is thawed omt. It
bas been a long and tedions season, not per-
haps so much for the saverity of the cold as
for the frequent changes of temperature,
which proved very trying to the health of the
most robust and absolutely dangerous to
invalids. We are entering now upon a more
genial time. The warm rains have swept the
streets nearly clean of the accumuloted snow
and filth of the past foar months. The air is
balmy. The: earliest spring flowers are just
peeping up ont of the ground, and as the
earth is shaking off its winter garb, so also
people are beginning to discard their winter
costumes. The bright-eyed and rosy-checked
promenaders about Union sguare and the
upper portions of Broadway already are.
asguming the colors of the incipient summer..
But we must mot be too confideut that a
wicked March wind will not pay us a visit ani
send us back shivering to the fireside again.
We live in a changeful climate. For some
time past trifling intermittent fevers—not
dangerous, but anunoying—have been very
prevalent. We may expect that they will
disappear now under the influence of a more
pleasant atmosphere, and that the general
health of the city will improve.

The tone which the opening of spring gives
to business cannot be overlooked, We need
only look to the advertising columns of the
H»2ALD for the evidence of a sudden impulse
in all branches of trade, When the publie
take bold of forty-six columns of our space
in one day to advertise their business we
may be sure that there are briskness and
activity around. Aud this is not an excep-
tional case. We may conclude, therefore,
that we are on the eve of a plexsant and pros~
perous season, that the digagreeabls features
of winter have almost passed away with the
melted snow, and that, as the sunabine grows
warmer from day to day, the life of trade and
commerce will be quickened. The evidencea
are already present in the more brilliant
appearance of the streels, the lighter air and
the gayer costumes of the promenaders. The
maisons of fashion will soon be exhibiting
their tempting charms; for the magic ‘“‘open-
ing days” are close at hand, when all the en-
dearments of the millinery establishments wiil
sorely try the self-denial of the women and the
pocketsof the men. Spring, in fact, with all its
freshness and beauly, its changeful skies and
its business activity, is just dawning upon us,
and its promises are good.

The News [rom Franoe.

Our reports from France do nol contnin
anything of a very exciting or important
nature this moraing, Paris was quiel yester-
day, although a fruction of the National
Guards still retained possession of a number
of cannon and refused to surrender them to
the authorities, We think, however, that the
backbune of the opposition in Paris has bheen
broken. It is true that the reds are still
restive. They bave placarded the eapital
with incendiary appeals to the troops not to
fizht the people, which is simply an invitation
to them 1o join in the work of plunging France
into anarchy. Fortunately the appeals have
produced no effect whatever upon the soldiers,
and as long as they remain firm France is
saf>.

The illness of the Emperor William has not
prevented his setting out on his return to
Berlin. Yesterday he arrived at Epernay,
accompanied by a large and brilliant staff.
At Weimar great preparations have been
made to roceive him. In a few days more he
will be in Berlin, and will thers “‘crown the
edifice” of his nnprecedented martial achieve-
ments by a trinmphal entry exceeding in
grandenr and enthusinsm anything known to
history since St. Louis of France set out on
his fatal crusad» to the Holy Land.

The

Retura of Marshal
France.

We learn from the cablc'despaluhea which
we publish in another column that Marshal
MacMahou has been released from his parole
and is now on his way back to Paris. No
truer imperialist exists to-day, we believe,
than the Duke of Mageuta, He served Napo-
leon faithfully in the past, bravely won and
honorably wore the honors bestowed upon
bim by his imperial master, and on that
disastrous day at Sedan, when the French
army was well nigh annihilated and he himself
was borne from (ke field severely wounded, no
complaints escaped from his lips against the
ill-fated Emperor.  All through bhis captivity
he has preserved a strict silence re-
garding the changes which have taken place in
France ; still there ia not the slightest indica-
tion to foreshadow any other opinion than that
the brave old hero will prove trua to Napo-
leon in his misfortunes. If he has given any
signs at all of his opinions they are to be
found in his official report of the camprign,
from Chalons to Sedan, in which he confirms
the statements made by the Emperor in his
pamphlet, and entirely exculpates him from
all responsibility in the terrible disusters
which overtook the French arms. Regard-
ing MacMahon, then, as an imperialiat, it is
likely enough that, on his retarn to France,
followed, aa it will be, by the return of all the
sabordinate officers and soldiers of the Impe-
rial armies, & movement will be inaugurated
favorable to a restoration of the empire,
though it may be with slender chances of
g uccess. §

ADVERTISEMENTS AND NEws,—On Monday
of last week we published a map of the trada
rontes of the future, taken in connection with
the proposed canal across the Isthmus of Darien.
Bome of our contempararies, we understand,
published the same as an advertisement and
received pay forit, Of course that is their
buginess and none of ours, We sre ulways
careful to make a discrimination between news
and advertisements, and to put the matter for
which we receive pay under the advertisement
heads, We think it mistaken policy on the
part of any newspaper to publish what is
really an advertisement in the news columns,
and it Is a practice that the HERALD is never

guilty of.

AL ¥ A “‘Foag"—The election in New

MacMahon to

thev will a few years hence bave any memo- ! Hawpshire to-dav.

august body has passed, and there does not
appear to have been much work dons. There
was o full and satisfactory amount. of social
discussion, dining and visiting, and otherwise
silver-lining the cloud of more earnest delib=
eration before them4 but as to any progress in.
the direction of ‘s seitlement of the fishery
question or the Alabama claims, there is as.
yet no visible evidence. Our people must be:
patient, however. . The popular nltimatums of -
both sides have been faithlully laid before the .
tribanal by the Nzw York HEraLD .and the.
London 7'imes, and the members; understand
what is wanted of them. But there is a good
deal of umderbrush to be cleared away——-
musty documents, bundles of red-taped deci..
sions and opinions—masses of dusty booka.
and commentari¢s and ages of diplomatic his-.
tory and ‘precedents to be got rid of before
the British mind can conscientiously concens.
trate its attention on the actual and Anal deci-.
sion that the Commiesion is tosrender, When,
patience andiperseverance have swept away:
these impediments to business Americam
energy will have full sway, and the business: .
of the Commission will swing along as rapidly
and 88 harmoniously as a well mhchd-m‘
on the Bloomingdale road.

Some apprehensions are atill expressed im;
Washington, we see, relative to.the resuit.of
the Commission's deliberations. 1t is-l.hong::]
that nothing will be offered on the. part of
England botter than the Johnson-Clarendmey
treaty, which left the subject of England's: lis- .
bility for the damages by the Alabama amil
the Hability of the United States for damageas
done to English citizeas during our war eadh
to arbitration. It is not likely, bowexer, that
the English Commissioners will do anything so
useless and so dangerous as to offer us for
ratification a trealy which our Senate, sup-
ported by the stropgly-expressed sontiment of
the people, rej-cted two years ago by a vote
of all but one member. No; we think the
High Commission has its duty and ite obliga~-
tions plainly marked out, and that there willy
be no further hiteh eithes in the deliberations..
or in tho final agreement.

The Tammeny Regency—Histary Repents
ing Jiself.

It is an old and trite saying that history
repeats itsell, Every dynastic change and
revolution subversive of eatablished customs,
laws or forms of government but makes.way,
not for something new in government or laws,
but for the reappearance of something old;
which had fallen into disuse or temporary dis-
favor. These changes are simply the repro-
ductions, in altered forms, no doubt, of events
that, having had their influence on the history
of the past, are etill required to shape and
mould the history of the preseat, Solomom
said there was nothing new under the sun,
This may be accepted, independent of th.er
wisdom of ita author, as a trnism as faras his~
tory is concerned; for there is bardly am
oevent of great public national prominemce
transpiring in the present for which a parallel
may not be found in the history of the past.

From the discovery of this our island of Man-
hatlan by that famons and renowned navigator,
Hendrik Hudson, in this very month of March,
1610, through all the throes of early coloni-
zation to the administration of the govern-
ment by that redoubtable and valiant Gover-
nor Peter Stuyveeant, the worthy burzhers of
Manhattan maintained intact, or whenever
threatened or imperilled, disputed lustily foe
the recognition by the governing powers of
their political righta and franchises. Those
old Mynheers were, in fact, a most disputa-
tious race, who, knowing their rights, dared
to maintain them, and were thus the source of
a ‘‘peck of trouble” lo the easy-going, huge-
eating, profuse-drinking, inveterate-smoking
governors of the period up to the time of the
aforesaid Peter, nicknamed the Headstrong.
This Peter carried things wilth a high
hand, or it might be said that bhis
wooden leg was the high hand with
which he *“‘ruled the roast” during his
long administration of the government. Like
the Tammany ring of the present day, pre-
sided over by another Peter (history repeating
itself), the Knickerbocker Governor believed
in the policy of relieving the people of all the
cares of government. To this end he centred
in himself the sole power and all the responasi-
bilities appertaining thereto, admitting none
to his counsel or his confidence save and ex-
cept his trusty trurapeier and herald, Antony
von Corlear.

The Peter of our day—the head and front of
the ring which runa our city government,
running 4 muck too at thut—imitates the old
Knickerbocker's policy as closely as possible.
The ring has full and unchecked control of the
public purse, and so long as a liberal and sat-
isfied people supply the funds to replenish it
whenever exhaunsted, the task of governing is
made easy as well as profitable. There is no
party in the State to molest the Regency or to
make it afraid. The elements that go to the
formation of parties and by their agitation of
questions touching the public weal maintain the

- R kgt el T
body politié in a Bealthy condition are feldin
resirainf—In abject subjection, in fact—by
the all-powerful ring, the self-constituted dis-
pensers of all place and patronage under the
city government. The ringis the government.
It i said that corporations have no souls, but
we have a municipal corporation without body
or soul. The Boards of Aldermen and Asgist-
ant Aldermen are bereft of even the semblance
of the power intended to be conferred upon
them by the charter. Perhaps there is no
cause of regret in this, knowing the stuff they
argmade of in the first instance, and also
from the fact that they are the pliant tools—
the mere puppets of the ring—at all timesand
for all purposes.

From the time of Peter the Headstrong
dates the rise of the old Knickerbocker fami-
lies, which long held paramount and elevating
sway in the bigher circles of Gotham life,
and exercised & benign and civilizing

influence through all the strata  of
gociety in thelr day. Among these
were the Bluyvesants, the Beekmans,

the Van Cortlandts, the Livingstones, the
De Witt Clintons, the Van Rensselaers, the
Van Zandts, the Van Ilornes and the Schemer-
horns, the Suydams and the Van Dams.
The representatives of these former logislators
and leaders in the counocils of the government
of the city and State have been elbowed and
thrust aside from the path of politios and state-

voraft, and their vlaoes usurped by the fol-




